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January 15, 2003

Chairs & Cares January 2003 meeting was held in the Medallion Restaurant on the entry level of Wausau Community Hospital. Starting time was 6:30 PM.

Attendees:

Crystal Lambrecht 

John & Cathy Teske 

Jan Tlusty (Dave was unable to come)

John Hunsicker

Wayne & Josh Geurink

Kristi Fregia Rucks

Ann Juliot

Welcome to guests:

· John Fell and Don Kessler, representing Pine Ridge Medical Equipment located in the hospital.

· Joel Norenberg, Director of Sales, Fena Design

· John Hunsicker, a new member.  John was recently injured in a car accident.  He’ll be vacationing at Wausau Community Hospital with for a couple months.  There he’ll enjoy daily exercise and recreation with Kristi and Ann, dine on sumptuous creations by Chef Clarice, be surrounded by the fabulous artwork which adorns all the walls, and relax in grand accommodations while being served by a highly trained, professional staff who are sensitive to every need of their guests. 

Kristi introduced Joel Norenberg.  Joel traveled from Minneapolis to demonstrate the Vertran wheelchair. The Vertran by Fena Design is a new brand on the market.  It is a power stand up wheelchair that makes it possible for users to stand up and to move around while standing. As discussed by Dr Margaret Anderson during a previous meeting, standing provides many medical advantages to people with SCI. Breathing, digestion, bladder and bowel function, bone strength and density, all benefit from standing.  Cost is comparable to other model power chairs equipped with custom tilt and recline seats.  See http://www.fenadesign.com for more information.  

The chair can be seen, and purchased, at Pine Ridge Medical  Equipment in Wausau.  Contact John Fell <Johnf@waushosp.org>, or Don Kessler <Donk@waushosp.org> to make arrangements.

The next meeting will be on 2/19//03 at 6:30 PM. Location to be announced.  The meeting will be devoted to discussing social relationships and other issues commonly encountered by people with SCI.  

